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From Kay Ivey-When She was Treasurer

(Now Gov. and Pro Gambling)

Then there is the cost of the social problems that
go hand-in glove with legalized gambling.
Gambling proponents don't like to talk about them,
but | assure you they are there.

Consider this:

o The average pathological gambler affects,
directly or indirectly, eight other people,
including family, friends, and co-workers. One-
third of gambling addicts have been arrested,
compared to only 5% of non-gamblers.

e Gambling addiction seriously affects
absenteeism and job productivity. More
than 20% of problem gamblers in treatment
have lost a job because of their gambling.

e Gambling addicts are four times more likely
to have poor menta! health and are four
times more likely to attempt suicide than
those without gambling problems.

e |[f legalizing gambling raised the percent of
gamblers in our state to the national average.
15,000 additional gambling addicts would be
created, at a cost of more than 200 million
per year in crime, lost productivity and costs
for health and human services.

e | agree with people who want to attract new
jobs to their communities and who want to find
new revenue sources for our state
government. But you won't find the answer in
legalized gambling.

It is Fool’s Gold, a lure of easy money that doesn’t
deliver, unless you are the Owner of a casino or
local bingo Joint. Kindly call her at 334 242-7100



